Kathakali Make-up
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The Hunter ‘Kari’ Ankari An = man
The Hunter lives in the forest and survives on flesh that he kills, if meat runs out in the forest then he comes to the village to kill man. He has a bow and arrow and sometimes a saw.  He is dressed all in black or all in blue, shirt and skirt, with a black beard.

This is Shiva’s incarnation. Parvati is the huntress.

Colours: Red, yellow, black, white, pink powder

Order of application:

1. Do red moons around the eyes

2. Add lips and crescent moon on the forehead

3. Do the nose and chin

4. Add pink powder to lips and nose

5. Do the yellow outline for mouth

6. Add all the black – do not go to hair line or below chin (thicker brush)

7. Add a layer of thick white

8. Add paper nose
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The Demoness  Penkari pen = woman
The Demoness lives in the forest and survives on flesh that she kills, if meat runs out in the forest then he comes to the village to kill children. She wears a crown and is dressed all in black – a black skirt, shirt and pointy breasts. She carries a bow and arrow or a branch

Colours: Red, yellow, black, white, pink powder

Order of application:

1. Do red on cheeks, nose chin and forehead

2. Do yellow around the eyes and eyebrows

3. Do a black outline around all colours

4. Add all the black – do not go to hair line or below chin (thicker brush)

5. Add a layer of thick white for all the detail

6. Add the crown

7. Make a cackling sound
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The Minukku  women, Brahmins, sages, musicians and singers  
The Minukku used to have very yellow faces, but now they are pinker. This is a recent change.

Yellow

Arsenic Oxide

White

Zinc Oxide

Red

Red Oxide

Blue

crystallised Nilar Amerie

Black

Oil lamp ash

Paper mask
Chutti (spirit gum and rice paste)

Colours: Red, yellow, black, white

Order of application:

1. Cover the face in a pale base

2. Cover the face in talc

3. Add yellow and a little orange/red for radiance

4. Add the black eyes, beauty spots, hair

5. White detail of dots

6. Paint the lips red
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Karkotaka  the evil and poisonous Serpent. In the play ‘Nalacharitham’ from the Mahabharata Part 1, 3rd day, he bites Nala and he changes from white to blue.

The Serpent appears in a scene with Kali, who represents all the bad thoughts of people.
Colours: Red, yellow, black

Order of application:

1. Yellow detail

2. Red details + eyes

3. Black detail and fill in.

4. Add black dots for poison!
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Pazhuppa – a sub division of pacha (character: Siva) 
The god of destruction
Colours: Red, banana yellow, black, white, pink powder
Order of application:

1. Black around eyes, eyebrows and forehead
2. Eyebrow and forehead detail

3. Red on forehead

4. Mouth red then pink

5. Yellow detail outlines then fill in
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Dussasana – a red beard evil/stupid character. In the Mahabharata he kills Bhima in the final scene at the end of the war. They fight with clubs, Bhima hits Dussasana on the thigh first, and he falls, then he rips open his belly with his long nails. There is a lot of blood. At the start of the play Dussasana plays dice. The clubs are red
Colours: Red, black, white

Order of application:

1. Red around eyes and on forehead

2. Black on forehead and on cheeks

3. Red on chin

4. Black around eyes

5. White detail

6. Nose

7. Chutti

